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the class to deliver a discourse on these new and scandalous
ways of conduct. "Never in this family which we here make
up," he said, "never have I seen anything comparable. No
doubt it is a foreign and seditious mind, one incapable of
acquiring the spirit of this school, which has conceived such
plans." The opposition gleefully snatched at this phrase.
In the succeeding play hour, one group sniggered as it
passed beside young D'Israeli. Someone hissed. He turned
round and said calmly: "Who hissed?" The biggest of the
monitors came forward and said: "We've been led long
enough by a foreigner." D'Israeli landed him a blow of his
fist straight in the face. A circle was formed round the
boxers. D'Israeli was smaller and less strong, but swift and
very quick on his feet. He fought with much science, and
with ferocious courage. Soon he drew blood from the
other, and the school, dumbfounded, saw its legal chief
beginning to lose his senses. At last he collapsed. A stupe-
fied silence greeted this fall of a dynasty.

Perhaps the pupils of the Rev. Dr. Cogan would have
been less surprised if they had known that for three years
the victor had secretly been taking lessons in boxing.